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Wall Gang Camp. It was for precisely 
the same reasons these kids did. When 
the campers showed up, they became 
regular kids, despite the catheters and 
the wheelchairs and the prosthetic 
legs. And when Newman showed up, he 
was a regular guy with blue eyes, de-
spite the Oscars and the race cars and 
the burgeoning marinara empire. 

The most striking thing about Paul 
Newman was that a man who could 
have blasted through life demanding, 
‘‘Have you any idea who I am,’’ invari-
ably wanted to hang out with the folks, 
often the little ones who neither knew 
or cared. 

Again, I want to applaud Mr. COHEN 
for bringing this extraordinary meas-
ure and calling our Members for unani-
mous support. 

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
will continue to reserve. 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time I would like to recognize Chair-
man GEORGE MILLER from California 
for 2 minutes. 

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California 
asked and was given permission to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support of 
this resolution to honor the life and ac-
complishments of Paul Newman, a 
truly great American and a man I am 
proud to have called my friend. 

Sadly, Paul passed away late last 
year. Paul was a magnificent human 
being. While he played the anti-hero on 
the silver screen, in real life he was a 
true hero. Like his character Cool 
Hand Luke, Paul Newman was not 
afraid to rock the boat. 

Paul never limited his horizons—in 
his acting, his advocacy, or his vision 
of our world. He once admonished some 
of his colleagues who shied away from 
politics, he said, ‘‘Do you abdicate the 
responsibilities of citizenship merely 
because you carry a Screen Actors’ 
Guild card . . . Or do you dig deeply 
and become as knowledgeable an ex-
pert as you can and speak your piece 
and hope your weight was being thrown 
on the right side?’’ 

I knew Paul before he knew me, and 
when our friend, Lizzie Robbins, intro-
duced us to one another, I realized I 
had never met anyone like him in pub-
lic life before. He was modern despite 
his age, he remained curious through-
out his life, he had an enormous pas-
sion and steadfast commitment. He 
started the Hole in the Wall Gang kids 
camp for kids with life-threatening dis-
eases, and they attended the camp free 
of charge. 

He was an advocate of nuclear disar-
mament, early childhood development, 
and a healthy environment. He even 
helped to pioneer alternative fuel tech-
nologies to cut carbon emissions. 

It was an honor to be on the receiv-
ing end of his exultations, his missives, 
his opinion pieces for the vision that he 
and I shared for peace and justice for 
this world—even while the right wing 
tried to punish him in the marketplace 
for his willingness to speak his mind. 

But the right wing could never win 
that argument because America knew 
Paul Newman, and they trusted him. 

With Paul’s enormous success in act-
ing and business where he raised over 
$250 million for the charity of his New-
man’s Own brand—and that’s in addi-
tion to giving away half of his income 
a year. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield the 
gentleman an additional 1 minute. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
In giving away half his income to 
causes he supported, it was especially 
striking how humble Paul had re-
mained throughout his life. But Paul 
was the first to acknowledge luck in 
his life. He said, ‘‘The beneficence of 
it,’’ he said, ‘‘in many lives and the 
brutality of it in the lives of others, es-
pecially children, who might not have 
a lifetime to make up for it.’’ 

Paul once asked what he owed his 
fans after all of these years, to which 
he humbly replied, ‘‘Thank you.’’ And 
that’s exactly what the world owes 
him. 

I want to thank Congressman COHEN 
for introducing this resolution, and I 
want to offer, obviously, my best wish-
es to Paul’s family—the kids and the 
grandkids—and to that magnificent 
partner of his in a magnificent rela-
tionship, Joanne, and thank them for 
sharing Paul with us during his great 
life. 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor a 
great artist, humanitarian, and longtime resi-
dent of Connecticut’s 4th District, Paul New-
man. 

Paul’s achievements in philanthropy and the 
arts are well known. He was an Academy 
Award-winning film star whose food company, 
Newman’s Own, donated more than $250 mil-
lion in profits and royalties to charitable 
causes. Lesser known, however, are Paul’s 
contributions to the community of Westport, 
Connecticut, where he and his wife Joanne 
Woodward resided for nearly 50 years to-
gether. 

Though they could have easily used their 
Westport home as an escape from their many 
national and international projects, Paul and 
Joanne chose instead to become quiet pillars 
of their town. They were regular volunteers at 
the Historical Society, the Public Library, and 
the Westport Country Playhouse—a cultural 
mecca in my district whose outreach in the 
community is tremendous, and where Joanne 
remains Artistic Director. 

If you want to know the Paul Newman that 
Westport knew, consider the following story. In 
2000, the Westport YMCA wanted to honor 
the Newmans for its ‘‘Faces of Achievement’’ 
award and wrote to Paul regarding this idea. 
The following was Newman’s gracious re-
sponse: 

On my 70th birthday, my wife Joanne and 
I resolved not to accept any more honors. 
Not, you understand out of arrogance, just a 
mellow belief that we had been honored in 
gracious sufficiency and that more would 
constitute excess. As the daughter says in 
Thornton Wilders’ Our Town, ‘Momma, am I 
pretty?’ Momma replies, ‘You’re pretty 
enough for all normal purposes.’ Joanne and 
I have been fortunate to be honored enough 
‘for all normal purposes.’ 

Notwithstanding the grace and modesty that 
Paul carried with him everywhere, we hope 
that wherever you are, Paul, you’ll indulge us 
in honoring you just one more time. 

Barbara Walters once asked Paul Newman 
what he wanted his epitaph to be. He replied, 
‘‘That I was part of our times.’’ Paul Newman 
was both part and paragon of his times, and 
we in Connecticut will dearly miss him. 

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge support for H. Res. 18. 

I yield back the balance of our time. 
Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, again, I 

urge my colleagues to join with Mr. 
COHEN and the other speakers in sup-
porting the resolution at hand. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. LYNCH) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 18. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE 
OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 83) recognizing the sig-
nificance of Black History Month. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 83 

Whereas the first Africans were brought in-
voluntarily to the shores of America as early 
as the 17th century; 

Whereas these Africans in America and 
their descendants are now known as African- 
Americans; 

Whereas African-Americans suffered invol-
untary servitude and subsequently faced the 
injustices of lynch mobs, segregation, and 
denial of basic, fundamental rights; 

Whereas despite involuntary servitude, Af-
rican-Americans have made significant con-
tributions to the economic, educational, po-
litical, artistic, literary, religious, scientific, 
and technological advancement of the Amer-
icas; 

Whereas in the face of injustices, United 
States citizens of good will and of all races 
distinguished themselves with their commit-
ment to the noble ideals upon which the 
United States was founded and courageously 
fought for the rights and freedom of African- 
Americans; 

Whereas Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. lived 
and died to make real these noble ideals; 

Whereas the greatness of the United States 
is reflected in the historic election of Barack 
Obama, an American of African ancestry, to 
the Office of the President of the United 
States of America; 

Whereas the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln 
and Fredrick Douglass inspired the creation 
of Negro History Week, the precursor to 
Black History Month; 

Whereas Negro History Week represented 
the culmination of Dr. Carter G. Woodson’s 
efforts to enhance knowledge of black his-
tory started through the Journal of Negro 
History, published by Woodson’s Association 
for the Study of African-American Life and 
History; and 
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Whereas the month of February is offi-

cially celebrated as Black History Month, 
which dates back to 1926, when Dr. Carter G. 
Woodson set aside a special period of time in 
February to recognize the heritage and 
achievement of Black Americans: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes the significance of Black 
History Month as an important time to rec-
ognize the contributions of African-Ameri-
cans in the Nation’s history, and encourages 
the continued celebration of this month to 
provide an opportunity for all peoples of the 
United States to learn more about the past 
and to better understand the experiences 
that have shaped the Nation; and 

(2) recognizes that the ethnic and racial di-
versity of the United States enriches and 
strengthens the Nation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. LYNCH) and the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. JORDAN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I now yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
As a Member of the House Committee 

on Oversight and Government Reform 
and Chair of the House Subcommittee 
on the Federal Workforce, I’m pleased 
to stand in full support and consider-
ation of House Resolution 83, which 
calls for Congress to recognize the sig-
nificance of Black History Month, 
which is annually commemorated dur-
ing the month of February. 

House Resolution 83 was introduced 
by our colleague, Representative AL 
GREEN of Texas, on January 23, 2009, 
and was considered by and reported 
from the Oversight Committee on Feb-
ruary 11, 2009, by a voice vote. 

The measure has strong support and 
cosponsorship of over 70 Members of 
Congress. Yet today’s floor consider-
ation of the bill gives Members of this 
body an opportunity to pay tribute to 
the remarkable contributions that Af-
rican Americans have made to Amer-
ica’s growth department and rich his-
tory. 

As we are aware, February marks the 
beginning of Black History Month, 
which was first celebrated as Negro 
History Week in 1926 by Carter G. 
Woodson, a noted African American au-
thor and scholar; but it has since be-
come a month-long commemorative 
celebration as a way of recognizing and 
highlighting the role that black Ameri-
cans have played in America since its 
existence, and the role they continue 
to play in the country on a daily basis. 

From the story of Crispus Attucks, a 
black man from my home State of 
Massachusetts, who became the first 
American casualty of the Revolu-

tionary War during the Boston Mas-
sacre, to such powerful individuals as 
Harriet Tubman, Benjamin Banneker, 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Malcolm 
X, Madam C.J. Walker, General Colin 
Powell, to the thousands of military 
service men and women who have 
bravely served our nation, to the Mem-
bers of our own Congressional Black 
Caucus and, of course, to our now 44th 
President of the United States, Barack 
Obama, who will speak to this body 
this evening. 

The contributions that black Ameri-
cans have made to this great Nation 
are intricately woven into who we are 
as a people and as a country. And it is 
not just the pioneers or the leaders 
that have made a difference, but im-
portantly, it is the everyday citizen 
that’s serving as a teacher, a mentor, a 
pastor, a doctor, a first responder, a 
public servant, or a parent who con-
tinues to impact our country’s history 
in such a powerful and positive way. 

Across our great land, Black History 
Month is marked by the offerings of 
educational and cultural programs, 
heightened media coverage and special 
celebrations and events designed to 
share with the world the strength, the 
ingenuity, and accomplishments of our 
fellow American citizens. 

Mr. Speaker, as we move to recognize 
Black History Month and this year’s 
educational theme of ‘‘The quest for 
black citizenship in the Americas,’’ let 
us all recall the experience and valu-
able contributions of African Ameri-
cans to the United States of America. 
Moreover, let us not forget that black 
history is truly American history. 

And with that, I urge the swift pas-
sage of House Resolution 83. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I am honored to speak today in sup-
port of H. Res. 83, which has been spon-
sored by my distinguished colleague 
from Texas, Mr. AL GREEN, to recog-
nize Black History Month. 

Each February during Black History 
Month, we express our appreciation for 
the determination and perseverance of 
the African American community, as 
well as remember the struggles they 
have endured. This resolution is a fit-
ting tribute as we just last month cele-
brated both the life of the Reverend 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and the his-
toric inauguration of the first African 
American President of the United 
States, Barack Obama. 

This resolution seeks to do several 
things. First, it memorializes the great 
costs African Americans have paid for 
injustices of the past and present. The 
Civil Rights Movement and the events 
that led up to it were a pivotal point in 
our history. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
led the charge to right the wrongs of 
discrimination and strove to create a 
nation where all men and women are 
truly equal. 

This resolution also seeks to honor 
the many contributions African Ameri-

cans have made to all facets of our 
lives. 

We recognize scientists, such as 
George Washington Carver, who have 
changed our daily lives; politicians, re-
ligious figures, and activists who have 
helped shape our Nation, and the art-
ists, entertainers, and sports heroes 
who continue to make our daily lives 
more enjoyable. 

The collective contributions of the 
African American community has 
touched every one of our lives in a 
positive way. 

I reserve the balance of our time. 

b 1300 
Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, at this 

time, I would like to recognize the 
chief sponsor of this resolution, my 
friend from Texas (Mr. AL GREEN), for 
4 minutes. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank Chairman TOWNS, Ranking 
Member ISSA, Subcommittee Chair 
Lynch, the manager of the resolution 
on the floor from Ohio, Congressman 
JORDAN, and I also thank the many co-
sponsors of this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, how appropriate it is 
that this resolution would come to the 
floor of the House of Representatives 
on the day that the newly elected 
President of the United States of 
America would address a joint session 
of Congress. How appropriate it is be-
cause the newly elected President of 
the United States of America is a sig-
nificant manifestation of how impor-
tant black history is in the United 
States of America. It is on this day 
that he will address this joint session 
of Congress, and he is a person of Afri-
can ancestry. 

While it is true that we should re-
member the horrors of history, it is 
equally as true that we should cele-
brate the successes of history. And I 
believe that this resolution is a means 
by which we can engage in the celebra-
tion of good deeds accomplished and 
great things done that can engender 
the inspiration to do that which must 
be done. 

So let us today celebrate the fact 
that African Americans were able to 
overcome involuntary servitude with 
the help of Americans of good will of 
all hues, of all colors. And because they 
were helped and they were able to over-
come involuntary servitude, we should 
allow this to engender the inspiration 
necessary to go forward and deal with 
some of the problems that African 
Americans are confronting today, the 
problems of housing that finds African 
Americans without homes many times 
and being evicted from homes on too 
many occasions. 

Let’s celebrate the many successes in 
the area of education, from Phillis 
Wheatley, to many other great edu-
cators, Dr. Benjamin Mays, for exam-
ple. And as we celebrate their suc-
cesses, let this engender within us the 
inspiration to deal with the dropout 
rates around this country that can be 
in excess of 50 percent in some quarters 
of the African American community. 
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Let’s celebrate the successes in the 

civil rights movement that enabled us 
to overcome the indignation and hu-
miliation of segregation. But as we cel-
ebrate this, let it engender within us 
the inspiration to help the many who 
are still suffering around the world, 
who have not had their human rights 
and human dignity respected by their 
governments. 

Let us celebrate the many political 
accomplishments that we have right 
here in the House of Congress. We have 
Member CHARLIE RANGEL, who happens 
to chair Ways and Means; Member 
BENNIE THOMPSON, African American, 
who happens to chair Homeland Secu-
rity; Member MAXINE WATERS, African 
American, who happens to chair the 
Housing Subcommittee of Financial 
Services. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. LYNCH. I yield the gentleman 1 
more minute. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. And as we 
celebrate the accomplishments of these 
great and noble Americans here in the 
House of Representatives, let it provide 
the inspiration for us to understand 
that we are here not because of our 
color, not because we are of African an-
cestry, we are here because the people 
of America expect us to do the great 
work that has to be done. 

So this is a time for celebration that 
engenders inspiration, and I am hon-
ored to be inspired to move forward 
and support this resolution. And I beg 
that all of my colleagues would vote 
for it. 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time, I am pleased to recognize the 
gentlelady from New York (Mrs. 
MCCARTHY) for 2 minutes. 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in support of H. 
Res. 83, commemorating the annual 
celebration of Black History Month. 

As our Nation celebrates Black His-
tory Month this February, we are for-
tunate to also mark a unique milestone 
with the election that was mentioned 
before by my colleague of the first Af-
rican American President. How proud 
we all are that this day has come. 

While it can be said that this ex-
traordinary achievement has brought 
about a new era in our history, it is im-
portant that we take time to remember 
all of those who made great sacrifices 
to help make the dream of equality in 
our Nation a reality. 

Black History Month gives all Ameri-
cans a chance to mark how far our Na-
tion has come, and serves as a useful 
reminder of the struggle and efforts of 
those Americans who fought for free-
dom for all citizens in our Nation. 

I am blessed that I have many Afri-
can Americans in my community that 
certainly went through the struggle of 
the civil rights, and the stories they 
tell and how they come into the 
schools and continue to tell the stories. 
And I think it’s important that our 
young people know the struggles to get 
to where we have a President, so they 

can lift up their heads and say, ‘‘I can 
be President of the United States.’’ 

While Black History Month was 
originally created in February to mark 
the birthdays of both Abraham Lincoln 
and Frederick Douglas, both of whom 
had enormous impacts on the lives of 
African Americans, it was developed 
into an opportunity to celebrate lives 
and works of the many ordinary Afri-
can Americans who have helped to en-
rich our society and improve our Na-
tion. 

In the case of the civil rights move-
ment, as it is so often the case in 
American history, it was the everyday 
Americans that had the greatest role 
in making the change that brought 
equality to our Nation. The struggle 
for equal rights and the civil rights 
movement are defining points in our 
Nation’s history and serve as proof 
that our greatest adversities can come 
from our greatest achievements. 

I urge my colleagues to vote for H. 
Res. 83. 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time, it gives me great pleasure to rec-
ognize the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. SCOTT) for 3 minutes. 

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
on February 12, 1909, exactly 100 years 
ago this month, a group of 60 persons 
came together as a result of a race riot 
in Springfield, Illinois, the birthplace 
of Abraham Lincoln; very ironic, the 
emancipator of this Nation. 

It is very important for us to recog-
nize that these groups of people came 
together, 60 in number, to make 
amends and to address the racial condi-
tions in the United States at the turn 
of the century and as a result of this 
riot in Springfield, Illinois. But it’s 
also important to note that of these 60 
individuals, 53 were white people and 
seven were black people, headed up by 
W.E.B. Du Bois and Ida Wells Bennett, 
strong Americans who rose to the occa-
sion. 

You know, one of the great NAACP 
writers, Langston Hughes, put it best 
when he was describing the condition 
of the African American people when 
he wrote that, ‘‘Life for me (African 
Americans) ain’t been no crystal stair. 
It’s had tacks in it and splinters, and 
boards torn up, no carpet on the floor, 
bare. But all the while I’ve been a 
climbin’ on and reaching landings and 
turnin’ corners, and sometimes going 
in the dark where there ain’t been no 
light.’’ But in February of 1909, there 
came a light, and that light was the 
NAACP. 

What an extraordinary story. And no 
greater testimony can be given to the 
NAACP than to recognize that on this 
very evening, for the first time in 
American history, an African Amer-
ican, the President of the United 
States, will address a joint session of 
Congress. What an extraordinary trib-
ute on the very time that we are here 
to celebrate 100 years of the NAACP 
founding. 

So on this occasion we say, happy 
birthday, NAACP, and thank you. 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, at this 
point, I would be honored to recognize 
Representative DONALD PAYNE from 
New Jersey for 2 minutes. 

Mr. PAYNE. Thank you for allowing 
me to participate in this very impor-
tant recognition of Black History 
Month. And let me thank Congressman 
AL GREEN in particular for bringing 
H.R. 83, which recognizes the signifi-
cance of Black History Month, to the 
House floor. 

Over 80 years ago, Dr. Carter G. 
Woodson and the men of Omega Psi Phi 
created Negro History and Literature 
Week, which called upon the black 
community to study black history and 
literature as well as raise awareness 
about our community’s contributions 
to American history. At that time, the 
seed was planted. The movement that 
grew out of the black churches, col-
leges, schools and community centers 
flowered in the designation by Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter of February as 
Black History Month. 

For over 30 years, the Nation, and 
particularly the black community, has 
used February as a time to shine a 
light on the achievements that African 
Americans at every level have made to 
our community, our Nation, and to the 
world. The contributions that African 
Americans have made to the creation 
and evolution of our Nation, while 
sometimes glossed over, are so intri-
cately interwoven in the American fab-
ric. To know American history, one 
must know black history; they go hand 
in hand. Far too often black history 
has been watered down to disconnected 
factoids and pieces of trivia or quick 
mentions in our schools’ history books. 
We, as a Nation, lost sight of the fact 
that the accomplishments of African 
Americans are not ones of disjointed 
milestones, but ones that have been in-
numerable, continuous, enduring and 
diversified. 

Dr. John Hope Franklin once recalled 
a conversation he had with Dr. Wood-
son where the latter wished for a 
time—— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. LYNCH. I would like to recognize 
the gentleman for 1 additional minute. 

Mr. PAYNE. Where the history of Af-
rican Americans would be made an in-
tegral part of American history. 

Well, let me conclude by saying that, 
in New Jersey, we have been able to 
have legislation called the Amistad 
bill, A1301, that incorporates the his-
tory of African Americans into the his-
tory books and has a commission—it 
was a bill that was introduced by Sen-
ator Bill Payne in 2002—and the his-
tory of African Americans is now to be 
interwoven into the regular history of 
our Nation. And that’s where we should 
strive for the day where we will not 
have a separate African American his-
tory month, but that the accomplish-
ments of African Americans would be 
interwoven into our history books. 

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
before urging passage of the resolution, 
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let me just say I think it’s a testimony 
of the greatness of this country that 
both the two major political parties 
today have an African American as 
their leader, with both Michael Steele, 
and of course our President, Barack 
Obama. 

I urge the passage of this important 
resolution, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. LYNCH. I thank the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

Mr. Speaker, again I want to urge my 
colleagues to join myself, Representa-
tive AL GREEN—who is the chief spon-
sor of this resolution—Mr. PAYNE, and 
others who have spoken here today in 
supporting and recognizing the signifi-
cance of Black History Month by vot-
ing in favor of House Resolution 83. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of House Resolution 83, Recognizing 
the Significance of Black History Month and 
am proud to be an original cosponsor of this 
measure. 

Some have asked if our country still needs 
to formally recognize Black History Month? My 
answer is absolutely, yes! Just as students are 
taught about American and World History 
throughout their school years, the contribu-
tions of African American to this great nation 
and to the world still need to be taught and re- 
taught. In fact, the recent and historic inau-
guration of President Barack Obama as our 
country’s first African American President of 
the United States of America underscores the 
continued need to celebrate Black History 
Month. 

While most Americans now know President 
Barack Obama’s story, too many Americans 
still do not know or understand that he stands 
on the shoulders of many brave African Amer-
ican men and women. In fact, just a few years 
ago, most of my colleagues here in the House 
had never beard of a young leader named 
Barack Obama. Black History Month gives us 
a wonderful opportunity to share a better un-
derstanding of their stories of hardship and in-
spiration with new generations of Americans. 

While many people may have held about 
Malcom X or Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. or 
Rosa Parks, far too many young people don’t 
know about Shirley Chisholm, the first African 
American woman to serve in this House of 
Representatives and to run for President of 
the United States. Too many young people 
still have no idea about the work of Fannie 
Lou Hammer to ensure that African Americans 
in Mississippi could actually exercise the right 
to vote and not just point to the words printed 
on paper. 

We have come an incredibly long way from 
the struggles that Dr. Carter G. Woodson 
faced in 1926 to set aside one week in Feb-
ruary to recognize the contributions of African 
Americans to this country. It seems so fitting 
that we are now able to devote the entire 
month of February for this important recogni-
tion, in the month that we also celebrate the 
lives of Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Doug-
lass. For all the problems faced by America 
during the lifetimes of Lincoln and Douglass, 
including the barbaric but legal institution of 
slavery, and a civil war that almost destroyed 
the union, by studying the contributions of 
these great leaders, the country made itself 
better. 

That is why we must continue our celebra-
tions of Black History Month—so we can learn 

more about the contributions of unsung lead-
ers as well as those whose name we already 
know. In recognizing Black History Month, we 
continue the work necessary to make a more 
perfect union. Black History Month is not sim-
ply a time for ceremony, it is a time to live up 
to our promise by making equality, freedom 
and justice our national reality. 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, once 
again the month of February is upon us and 
we take a moment to look back. We look back 
and remember the fighters, the marchers, and 
the dreamers. We look back and remember 
those who marched on when they were told to 
stand down, and who remained seated when 
they were told to get up. We pay tribute to 
those heroes whose voices are heard across 
the generations, and to those heroes whose 
defiant silence rings louder than any word can 
be spoken. It is Black History Month. It is a 
month of solemn remembrance; and a month 
of exuberant hope. 

So let us look back to remember and to 
honor those who refused to allow the status 
quo to hold this nation back from the fulfill-
ment of its promise. Let us honor the ordinary 
slave, who embraced extraordinary courage to 
flee his oppressors and help maintain our 
union; the airman who fought and died for a 
country whose promise was not yet his, but 
who refused to stop believing what it could be-
come; the preacher’s son from Georgia, who 
dared to march and dared to dream; and the 
funny-named son of a Kenyan man and a 
Kansas woman who asked a nation what it 
wanted to become. Let us take this oppor-
tunity to remember these people, and the 
countless others who struggled by their side, 
honoring them with humility and gratitude. 

Yet, also as we celebrate this month of re-
membrance, there is a principle that must not 
be forgotten: let us look back in order to honor 
the struggles and celebrate the triumphs of Af-
rican-Americans throughout our history, but let 
us not forget that those struggles were en-
dured and those triumphs attained so that we 
may look forward. These heroes of the past 
fought for that right. That right to look forward 
towards a future brighter than the past, filled 
with the opportunities that give our nation so 
much promise. If we wish to continue the 
progress towards our forebears’ vision we 
must never forget this crucial principle. 

Furthermore, it is this principle of looking 
forward which makes this Black History Month 
so different from the rest. This Black History 
Month we see, for the first time, the unequivo-
cal results of more than two hundred years of 
looking forward, of more than two hundred 
years of fighting for the hope of tomorrow, and 
of struggling for the promise of the future. We 
see this in our new president, who embodies 
not only everything so many before him have 
struggled for, but everything we continue to 
strive for. As President Obama himself has 
said, ‘‘What we have already achieved gives 
us hope—the audacity to hope—for what we 
can and must achieve tomorrow.’’ 

Thus, Mr. Speaker I would like to leave my 
colleagues and the American people with what 
I believe to be the fundamental purpose of 
Black History Month: to look back, to the he-
roes and happenings of the past, so that we 
and our children may look forward to a future 
of greater promise, greater justice, and greater 
opportunity than has ever been previously 
imagined. 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, each February 
we celebrate Black History Month. This year, 

with the inauguration of President Barack 
Obama, the centennial of the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), and the bicentennial of Abraham 
Lincoln’s birthday, our celebration of the 
unique contributions of African Americans to 
our communities and our Nation is particularly 
meaningful. Black History Month gives us a 
chance to reflect on those individuals who 
have changed the course of American history. 
We remember political leaders, such as Fred-
erick Douglass, Rosa Parks, and Martin Luther 
King Jr. who fought valiantly to bring civil 
rights and social equality to African Ameri-
cans. We honor athletic heroes, such as Jack-
ie Robinson and Willie Thrower, gifted artists 
such as Louis Armstrong and Ray Charles, 
and scientists and inventors such as George 
Washington Carver and Benjamin Banneker, 
who for decades showed African Americans 
that they could make a mark in the world. 

Race relations in our Nation have come a 
long way since the days of its founding, and 
even since the 1960’s when equal rights were 
equal on paper only in many places. Last 
month, amid adoring cries and astronomical 
crowds, Americans inaugurated their first Afri-
can American President: President Barack 
Obama. In years past, we have been able to 
read our children stories of great accomplish-
ments made by African Americans. We have 
been able to encourage our children, showing 
them by example that they can achieve any-
thing they set their hearts to. This year, par-
ents and teachers around the country will read 
to their children not only the stories of Doug-
lass, of Parks, and of Booker T. Washington, 
but also the story of an African American boy 
who grew up to become the President of the 
United States. The story of the Black people 
in America continues to develop with each 
passing year, and this year proved a climactic 
chapter, full of hope and opportunity for the fu-
ture. 

As the proud founder and chairman of the 
Congressional Ethiopia and Ethiopian Amer-
ican Caucus, one of my goals is to increase 
awareness around the United States of the im-
portant contributions that members of the Ethi-
opian American community have made to our 
society. I am truly grateful for the diverse con-
tributions of African Americans to our Nation 
and I encourage everyone to take time to 
learn more about their achievements during 
Black History Month. I urge my colleagues to 
support H. Res. 83, which recognizes the sig-
nificance of Black History Month, and I thank 
my friend Representative AL GREEN for intro-
ducing the resolution. 

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today as 
a strong supporter and cosponsor of H. Res. 
83. 73 years ago, Dr. Carter G. Woodson 
strove to highlight the significant contributions 
of African-Americans to United States of 
America. Throughout this nation’s history, Afri-
can-Americans have played an enormous role 
in shaping our political, cultural, and intellec-
tual identity. I am especially proud to recog-
nize this year’s Black History Month under the 
leadership of our first African-American Presi-
dent, Barack Obama. 

Last week, as I celebrated becoming the 
longest-serving member of the House of Rep-
resentatives, I was able to reflect on the high-
lights of my tenure. One of my proudest mo-
ments was voting for the 1957 Civil Rights 
Act, a vote that almost cost me my seat. I 
later had the similar honor of voting the 1964 
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and 1965 Civil Rights Acts. Today, with the 
passage of this resolution, we recognize great 
civil rights pioneers like Harriet Tubman, Rosa 
Parks, Martin Luther King, Jr., Representative 
JOHN LEWIS, and Jesse Jackson. 

Mr. Speaker, I again rise to support this im-
portant month for America and the many con-
tributions of African-Americans throughout 
U.S. history, and I urge my colleagues to join 
me in voting ‘‘yes’’ on H. Res. 83. 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. LYNCH) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 83. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

b 1315 

COLONEL JOHN H. WILSON, JR. 
POST OFFICE BUILDING 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the Senate 
bill (S. 234) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 2105 East Cook Street in 
Springfield, Illinois, as the ‘‘Colonel 
John H. Wilson, Jr. Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The text of the Senate bill is as fol-
lows: 

S. 234 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. COLONEL JOHN H. WILSON, JR. POST 

OFFICE BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 2105 
East Cook Street in Springfield, Illinois, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Colo-
nel John H. Wilson, Jr. Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Colonel John H. Wil-
son, Jr. Post Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. LYNCH) and the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. JORDAN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, as chairman of the 

House subcommittee with jurisdiction 
over the United States Postal Service, 
I am pleased to present for consider-
ation Senate bill 234, which will des-
ignate the United States postal facility 
located at 2105 East Cook Street in 
Springfield, Illinois, as the ‘‘Colonel 
John H. Wilson, Jr. Post Office Build-
ing.’’ 

Notably, this legislation was intro-
duced by Senator RICHARD DURBIN on 
January 14, 2009, and was passed by the 
Senate under unanimous consent on 
February 12, 2009. Our own colleague 
Representative PHIL HARE of Illinois 
has introduced House companion bill 
H.R. 516, and I should note that the 
House measure enjoys the support of 
the entire Illinois congressional dele-
gation and has been reported favorably 
by the House Oversight Committee. 

A lifelong native of Springfield, Illi-
nois, Colonel Wilson proudly spent 14 
years on active duty in the United 
States Army, during which he served 
as a first lieutenant under General 
George S. Patton in World War II. As a 
result of his distinguished wartime 
service, Colonel Wilson subsequently 
received the Silver Star, a military dis-
tinction awarded to those members of 
the United States Armed Forces who 
have demonstrated ‘‘gallantry in ac-
tion.’’ 

Colonel Wilson followed his active 
duty service by spending 17 additional 
years in the United States Army Re-
serve as a member and ultimately 
group commander of Springfield-based 
303rd Ordinance Ammunition Group. In 
1965 upon his promotion to colonel, he 
became the first African American 
resident of Illinois to obtain this dis-
tinguished military commissioned offi-
cer rank in the Army Reserve, which is 
an honor worthy of being celebrated 
today during Black History Month and 
throughout the year. 

However, the designation of the East 
Cook Street postal facility in honor of 
Colonel Wilson is not only fitting in 
light of Colonel Wilson’s combined 31 
years of military service but also given 
his 57 years of dedicated civilian serv-
ice as an employee of the United States 
Postal Service and a proud member of 
the American Postal Workers Union. 

Regrettably, Colonel Wilson passed 
away in August of last year in his be-
loved hometown of Springfield, Illinois. 
He was 89 years old. Mr. Speaker, let us 
also show our gratitude for the service 
rendered by Colonel John Wilson by 
passing Senate 234. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise today in support of this bill to 
designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 2105 
East Cook Street in Springfield, Illi-
nois, as the ‘‘Colonel John H. Wilson, 
Jr. Post Office Building.’’ 

Born on December 18, 1918, in Spring-
field, Illinois, Colonel Wilson was a 
true American hero and a pioneer who 
fought bravely under General George 
Patton in France during World War II. 
For his bravery during the war, he was 
awarded the Silver Star. 

An outstanding U.S. Postal Service 
employee in Springfield for 57 years, 
Wilson became the first African Amer-
ican Reservist from Illinois to achieve 
the rank of colonel. Wilson retired 
from the military in 1973 as group com-
mander of the now-deactivated Spring-
field-based 303rd Ordinance Ammuni-
tion Group after serving for 14 years in 
active duty and another 17 years in the 
Reserves. 

Sadly, on August 3, 2008, Colonel Wil-
son died in Springfield, Illinois, in the 
same Spring Street home in which he 
was born 89 years before. He leaves be-
hind his wife, Lydia, and their two 
children. 

This honor is appropriate, and by 
placing his name on the Springfield 
Post Office where he served for so 
many years, the memory of his service 
to his country and community will live 
on. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time I would like to yield such time as 
he may consume to the chief sponsor of 
this resolution, the distinguished gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE). 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
friend Mr. LYNCH for yielding. 

I rise today in strong support of S. 
234, a bill to name the Cook Street 
Post Office in Springfield, Illinois, 
after Colonel John H. Wilson, Jr. 

I am deeply honored to have been al-
lowed to introduce H.R. 516, the com-
panion bill to the legislation before us 
today with the support of the entire Il-
linois delegation. 

Colonel John H. Wilson answered the 
call to serve not once but twice in his 
life before he passed last year. During 
World War II, he joined the segregated 
United States Army and received the 
Silver Star for Gallantry. Mr. Wilson 
later served in the U.S. Army Reserves, 
and in 1965 he was promoted to colonel, 
the first African American from Illi-
nois to achieve this rank. 

Assistant Secretary to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, Tammy 
Duckworth, praised Colonel Wilson’s 
distinguished military career saying, 
‘‘If it wasn’t for the brave men and 
women like Colonel Wilson, we would 
not have the same freedoms we do 
today. America would just not be the 
same.’’ 

Following his military retirement in 
1973, Colonel Wilson joined the United 
States Postal Service. For 57 years, 6 
days a week, through rain, sleet, and 
snow, Colonel Wilson worked at the 
Cook Street Post Office and was an ac-
tive member of the American Postal 
Workers Union. Ron Smith, President 
of the Lincoln Land Area Local, re-
members Colonel Wilson as a dedicated 
employee. He said to me, ‘‘John always 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 00:44 Feb 25, 2009 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A24FE7.016 H24FEPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 P
R

O
D

1P
C

67
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-03T14:32:09-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




